Heritage of Odiham's Royal Deer Park
Introduction
Odiham has a rich Heritage. Links to the past are important, as recognised in 2015 by the Odiham
Society when, 800 years after King John rode from Odiham Castle to Windsor and returned after
negotiating Magna Carta at Runnymede, more than 10,000 people celebrated this local
contribution to national heritage.
As well as the castle, other evidence of a royal manor, including a substantial remnant of the Royal
Deer Park, also represents tangible proof of the remarkable association of royalty with Odiham, as
recorded from before the Domesday Book of 1086.

The Royal Deer Park was largely forest until converted to agriculture in the 17th century. The index
to Godson’s map of 1739 shows a trackway – today’s Footpath 21 - between North Warnborough
and Colt Hill, dividing the park into the Great and Little Parks. These became Lodge and Place
Gate farms 200 years ago. Today, the former Little Park is still recognised as the Royal Deer Park
on the new ‘Historic Odiham’ map commissioned by the Parish Council and featured on
www.visitodiham.org.uk
Odiham Place or Palace, the long lost royal mansion where Queen Elizabeth I stayed regularly is
depicted only on Godson’s map with scant description elsewhere. It was closely related to the
Cross Barn, dendro-dated to 1532.
This document aims to provide a brief historical overview of the Deer Park

The Deer Park
Authoritative opinion on the importance of Odiham Deer Park in history and as it is known today is
embodied in the reports of Historic England (formerly English Heritage) 2008-2012, the Odiham
Conservation Area Assessment of 2008 and a paper entitled the ‘Conservation Area and selfguided walk’ by Derek Spruce of the Odiham Society. The park is also the subject of a booklet,
‘Odiham’s Royal Deer Park’ by the late Sheila Millard, together with numerous articles in the
journals of the Odiham Society and the Hampshire Field Club.
The Deer Park was integral with the royal manor from the time of Edward the Confessor (1042- 66)
until sold by James I in 1603. By then, the Great and Little Parks were established on either side of
an historic trackway from North Warnborough to Colt Hill (ie. Public Footpath 21). Over time the
Great or Further Park became Lodge Farm (now with a canal of 1794 and a by-pass of 1981
running through it) while the 100 acre Little Park or ‘Town Lawn’ became Place Gate Farm. An
early Parker’s Lodge, next to the site of a former roman villa in the Great Park, was the only park
building and is today’s Lodge farmhouse. The Little Park has stayed substantially unchanged over
at least 350 years.
Deer parks were mainly forest to provide wooded cover for the deer and add variety to the hunt.
Once royalty gave up its manorial rights after the death of Elizabeth I, the Earl of Mar was said to
have cut down 2-3000 of the best trees. If so, this may have been in line with a trend towards
conversion to agriculture (disparkment) which, in any case, would have soon been hastened by the
demands of the Civil War (1642–45 locally).
Timber from the park was of sufficient quality and quantity for use in making the engines of
medieval warfare and for the construction of Eton College in the 13th century. Most famously, the
hammer-beam roof of Westminster Hall was built of oak ‘from the King's Park at Odiham’ (Hansard
1914 re. Richard II at the end of the 14th century).
In the same way as these huge structures were first cut, assembled and marked for re- assembly
at or near the site where the trees were felled, it has recently come to light that ships of Edward
III’s fleet were built in the same way. Contrary to general supposition, early shipbuilding was not
only carried out in coastal shipyards, which were mainly used as a base for fitting out and for
repairs.
The Patent Rolls for May 1358 refer to an order of the King ‘to take in the county of Kent twenty
workmen for cleaving boards called shippeborde for the making of the king’s ships called La Nawe
Seynte Marie and Le Christopher in the park of Odiham co. Southampton’.
Graham Cushway, author of ‘Edward III and the War at Sea’, says that ships were assembled in
pits, often near to where the timber was cut to size, then taken to pieces again and transported to
shipyards for completion. In that way, only the timber used in construction had to be moved and not
the whole tree. Southampton had a shipyard in Edward III’s reign and, thanks to the county having
the same name, this may account for any doubts about the actual building of the ships at Odiham.
King David II of Scotland was imprisoned at Odiham Castle until late 1357, which Dr. Cushway
notes was ‘itself near the pits being dug to house the new ships..’. Such pits would have housed
ships of up to 30 to 40m. long; is there evidence yet to be discovered?

Disparkment
The early records set out the importance of the hunt for most of the monarchs between the time of
King John – or perhaps before – and Elizabeth I. Elsewhere the role of harbingers in her reign is
discussed; they were engaged in the preparation of a viewing platform for her visit to Odiham of
1591. This may relate to Swale House at Palace Gate Farm, which has similarities to Queen
Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge, a National Trust property at Chingford.
Godson’s map of 1739 was made perhaps 100 years after the forests were cut down and the land
converted to agriculture. The field pattern clearly survives today in a comparison of his map and a
modern aerial view by Getmapping.com of Hartley Wintney.

The comparison would be more striking had Godson not wished to colour differences between
pasture, meadow and arable land. The 1815 map below shows how today’s Footpath 21 divided
Place Gate Farm (formerly Little Park) and Lodge Farm (Great Park) some 200 years ago.

Lodge and Palace Gate Farms
The 1815 estate plan above delineated the boundary between the two farms, both then owned by
Sir Henry Paulet St John Mildmay. Later records refer to ‘Palace Gate Farm’ rather than ‘Place’.

In 1920 the outlying Odiham part of the Mildmay’s Dogmersfield estate was sold to the then tenantfarmers, Parsons and Thomas for Lodge and Palace Gate Farms respectively, either side of FP 21.
(The sale plan also shows Judd’s Farm – now Valentine - as a separate holding).
Palace Gate Farm included the Little Park fields south of FP 21, the farmyard, Cross Barn and site
of the manor house etc. Also included was an area off Dunley’s Hill later developed for housing.
Bringing ownership up to date, the Lodge Farm sequence was Mildmay – Parsons – Janaway. For
Palace Gate Farm it was Mildmay – Thomas – Saunders, until development of the Palace Gate
area as a retirement complex, together with other residential development and offices in 1988.
HDC files show that 103 acres of farmland (the former Little Park) were retained by the Saunders
family until sold to Mr. Richard Revell of Dogmersfield in 2002.
NB: The above was created from a personal compilation of material kindly supplied by Mr
Hugh Sheppard, from Odiham Society archives and the Hampshire Record Office.

